
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 13 June 2006] 

 p3508b-3509a 
Mr John Castrilli 

 [1] 

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS - INVESTIGATION AND DISCIPLINE REFORM 
Petition 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [2.52 pm]:  I have a petition from 615 petitioners.  A similar petition with 
about 2 000 signatures was lodged last year.  The petition reads -  

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We the undersigned, are deeply concerned with the unreliable manner in which legal practitioners are 
investigated and disciplined in Western Australia and call for urgent accountable legal reform in this 
area of grave concern. 

The signatures on this petition are a protest on behalf of the West Australian community who are in 
favour of new open, transparent, deterrent accountable legal reform legislation (laws) urgently needed 
for the discipline of lawyers in Western Australia. 

Recommended is a new Code of Conduct Act possibly adapted from the Law Society’s Professional 
Conduct rules which currently governs the Conduct of Legal practitioners in Western Australia. 

Also recommended is an Independent Authority completely independent of the control of the Western 
Australian Legal Profession to replace “The Legal Practitioners Complaints Committee (LPCC) the 
statutory body charged with complaint investigation into the conduct of a lawyer in Western Australia.  
Most complaints made by the general public against unruly lawyers are never resolved by the LPCC.  
Less than 5% of lawyers accused of unethical and illegal behaviour are penalised by the LPCC.  (This 
figure is taken from the LPCC annual reports 2000-2004). 

CAESER JUDGING CAESER JUST DOES NOT WORK 

The sitting members constituents cannot tell the difference between the good honest lawyer and an 
unruly lawyer when in need of legal services.  The Queensland government has implemented similar 
legislation to what is sort in this petition. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly urge the Government in the best interest of all West 
Australians to do everything in its power to fast track these stated legal reforms including a 
parliamentary committee to thoroughly investigate the required concerns. 

[See petition 118.] 
 


